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Superintendent’s PTO Council Meeting Minutes 

February 6, 2020 ** 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
Governing Board Room 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions:  The group introduced themselves. 
 
II. Class Size Policy – numbers:  

• You can find the Class Size Policy by clicking here.  
• In February, 2008, the State took money from schools half-way through the 

budget year to balance the state budget.   
• CCUSD is always cautious and was able to cover the loss and salaries with our 

“savings”.  Some schools in the inner city had to cut their teachers midyear.   
• CCUSD had converted four of the five elementary schools into district charter 

schools – because charter schools receive more money per student (about 
$1,500 more).  Charter school a charter schools are innovative and have high 
achievement – CCUSD met all those requirements.  In the middle of the night, 
the legislature overturned a 20 plus year law and took away districts’ ability to 
have charter schools. CCUSD lost 4.5 million dollars.   

• CCUSD had tried three times to pass an override and it did not pass. 
• CCUSD, wanted to keep programs (Art, PE, Music, Band and World Languages).  

Teachers said they would prefer increased class sizes rather than pay cuts  to 
make up for this shortfall.  The teachers chose one more student per year for 
three years on the class size targets. 

• Students come to us all year round.  When a class hits the target – an aide or 
new teacher will be added.  The original teacher generally doesn’t want to give 
up their students and parents, who are complaining about high numbers, don’t 
want to move their student into another class.   

• Split classes alleviate the numbers and we have our best teachers in those 
classrooms.   

• An attendee asked if we receive funding for a new student – yes. 
 
III. Per student funding amount:   

• You can find the per student funding amount handout here. 
• The first column of the handout represents the budget with Group B (special 

education) weight add on; the second column represents the budget without 
Group B weight added on.   

https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/domain/4/community/IIB-R%20Class%20Size.pdf
https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/domain/4/community/Per%20student%20funding%20amount.pdf
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• Group B add-on doesn’t pay for all of special education in CCUSD – CCUSD 
takes from the regular budget to fund.   

• The State looks at numbers every month but the two important days are the 40th 
day (October) and the 100th day February.  The budget is brought for revision to 
the Board two times per year. 

• With Group B, CCUSD receives about $6,000 per student; without Group B 
CCUSD receives about $5,500 per student.  Group B monies are not spent on 
Gen Education Students – it is only spent on Special Education Students.   

• The base amount is $5,500.  There are different weight amounts.  High School 
students are weighted for more money and elementary students are weighted for 
less money because the state believes it costs more to educate an older student.   

• Rural/Inner city districts with high Free and Reduced Lunch students receive 
Federal money.  CCUSD barely receives enough federal money to fund two Title 
I reading teachers – CCUSD has 5 reading teachers.  CCUSD’s poverty 
fluctuates but is currently 10% - it’s generally in the single digits.   

• The CCUSD community taxes pay for CCUSD schools.  Taxes are paid to the 
state and the state doles out the money.  CCUSD is a “non-state aid district”.  

• Inner city schools and neighboring districts pass bonds and overrides.  They also 
qualify for Federal dollars (based on their free and reduced lunch students).   

• We don’t receive a lot of Federal money, we have no override, bond, or capital 
override. 

• Some districts in the inner city are still receiving desegregation money.  They 
depend on that money even though it’s not needed to help with desegregation 
anymore.  

• A lot of our community is from somewhere else – where their property taxes go to 
their school district – where high home values mean more money for their 
schools.   

• A lot of our community doesn’t understand why we don’t have enough funding – 
they think we are squandering, hiding or have bad management of the money.   

• The state of Arizona has equalized funding.  Each school is given the same 
amount of money for each student – then weights, etc. are added on.   

• CCUSD will most likely go out for an override November 2021.  CCUSD has 
approximately 50,000 voters, 6,000 of which are parents.  Many CCUSD voters 
are older, conservative and anti-tax. 

• The District and schools are connecting with groups – such as Kiwanis who, 
through Kiwanis Marketplace, has been very generous to CCUSD schools.  
Principals have been asked to invite Kiwanians into their schools, shop at the 
Kiwanis Marketplace and let them know what school you’re from.  CSHS/STMS 
students are working in the back to help unload donations.   

 
Side note: 

• Public Charters receive Part A Special Education weight – even though Public 
Charters don’t have many special education students.   

 
IV. Tax Bill:  You can find a copy of the tax bill that was reviewed by clicking here.   

• Home values are going up that’s why taxes went up. 
• CCUSD community is still paying back the Bond that went to building the 

stadium, roofs, and safety around the district.  There is $115,000 left and that is 
for the Fine Arts Center.   

https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/domain/4/community/Tax%20Bill%20-%20CCUSD%20Community%20Member.pdf
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• An attendee asked when the bond would be paid off.  The last payment is on 
7/1/2030. 

• Community College District:  that’s PVCC. 
• Community College District Bonds:  those are PVCC’s bonds.  They can tax and 

don’t have to ask voters.   
• State Equalization Tax:  that’s the equalized fund of approximately $6,000 per 

student for all schools in the state. 
• Addl. Educ Aid – Cave Creek:  the community assumes that CCUSD is receiving 

this money.  We are not.  It is going to the state.  It’s a special tax for the CCUSD 
community because our taxes are so low.  This money, from CCUSD, goes into 
the state coffers and is distributed to other school districts (who usually also have 
a bond or override in place) because they don’t generate enough taxes to pay for 
their schools.  This money is LEAVING CCUSD.  We are a non-state aid district.  
There are only a handful of school districts who are non-state aid. 

 
2019-2020 Tax Chart:  You can find a copy of the 2019-2020 tax chart by clicking here. 

• Dr. Burdick reviewed the tax chart. 
• The primary tax funds students – in CCUSD it’s $1.64 
• The secondary tax is what’s left on the bond – in CCUSD it’s $0.16 
• This is based on $100,000 assessed valuation – if your home is valued at half a 

million you would multiply the above numbers by 5. 
• She reviewed the other school districts:  Fountain Hills receives federal money; 

Scottsdale has bonds, M&O override and a capital override; PV passes 
everything – a majority of those homes have children; DV same as PV; and 
Peoria lost their last override by about 200 votes.   

 
An attendee asked about grants – CCUSD receives very little.  You generally have to 
have 35% and above Free and Reduced lunch students to qualify – CCUSD is at 9%-
10%.   
 
Special education weight is for all forms:  PLC/ Resource/Gifted – the bulk of special 
education money comes out of our general budget. 
 
There are some severely disabled students that required to be bussed to another school 
(some may require a one on one nurse, etc. that CCUSD cannot provide).  There are 
some students who have severe emotional disabilities and it is not safe to have them on 
campus.  These students may have an approximate hour bus ride each way, which 
requires a bus driver and an aide.  These students have every right to an education and 
we are required to serve them.   
 
Dr. Burdick added that the PTO Council, among others, are ambassadors for the 
CCUSD in the community.  Please email any questions you have so that you have the 
correct information. 
 
 
V. Updates: 

• Facilities:   
 BMES roof is almost done – but not yet.  Trim, flashing and 

punch list should take another 6 weeks.   

https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/domain/4/community/Tax%20Rate%20Comparison%2019-2020.pdf
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 DSA/DWES/BMES roofs are being paid for by the State 
Facilities Board grants – BMES roof took 2 years to get 
funding.   

 DWES roof is complete 
 DSA Roof – contractor.  When this was bid, legislature said 

school districts had to take the lowest bid. 
 Safety bollards have been added to secure the front office. 
 DWES shade structure is being replaced next week. 
 And the extensive damage reported on CCIB by vandals at 

DWES has been taken care of. 
• Enrollment:  Reviewed earlier in the meeting. 
• Questions:   

 
VI. Upcoming Events: 

• DWES Choir performing at 10am at their Kiwanis Marketplace Campaign 
Day on February 8. 

• HTES McTeacher Night is February 11 from 5-8pm 
• LMES McTeacher Night is February 26 from 5-7pm 
• LMES Day of Awesome is underway – they’ve made $18,000 in two days 

– goal is $25,000 for playground equipment. 
• DWES Read-A-Thon is underway 
• Black Mountain’s Got Talent Show is February 21 – there are 28 student 

acts and 4 staff acts. 
 
Even though today’s topics can be sobering, we have an amazing district despite the 
challenges!   
 

Future Meeting Dates 
September 12 * November 7, 2019 

February 6 * April 9, 2020 
Get Social with CCUSD! 


